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The beetles are subject to attack from other beetles, which
seek them out in their tunnels. Some species of Histerids
and Clerids are foremost among the attackers : a Colydiid has
also been known to prey on them.

The family has been monographed by Lesne, 1903.

Fowler lists the three British species, one of which occurs
in old flour, biscuits, and casks, etc., probably having been
imported. The other two are extremely rare.

Several of these beetles are serious pests, inasmuch as they
attack cut timber and dried wood. Considerable damage is
done by bamboo-boring species in the tropics. JKhizopertha
pusilla, an almost cosmopolitan species, is a household pest
in grain, biscuits, etc. The other genera containing economic
species are : Apate, which attacks the Avocado Pear ; Xylo-
pertha, which attacks cacao and fig; Bostrichus, pests of vine
and orange; and Sinoxylon in apple, peach, etc.

LYCTIDJE.
Like Bostrychidae ; but club of antennae two-jointed.
First sternite elongate.
This is a small but widely distributed family.
They are narrow, elongate insects, somewhat depressed on
the upper surface. Their colouring is dark brown, yellowish
brown, or blackish.
They are closely related to the Bostrychidce, but differ in
having a two-jointed antennal club, and the first ventral
segment of the abdomen elongate. The head is of moderate
size, the eyes are prominent, and the antennae are short, with
the club only two-jointed. The mandibles are well developed.
The elytra completely cover the abdomen. The legs are slender
with five-jointed tarsi, which, like the Bostrychids, have the
first joint very small. There are distinct tibial spurs. The
upper surface is more or less pubescent.
Altson has recently published work on Lyctus, and has
shown that in development only part of the egg is ab-
sorbed, the larva eating the balance of the yolk as its first
meal.
The larvae are very similar to those of the Bostrychids. They